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LIVERPOOL, being the Pioneer City in the matter of Railways, it was | obtained of the miles of Liverpool Docks and of the shipping which

fitting that it should also take pride of place in respect of the first over-
head electric railway, not only in Europe, but in the world.

As early as 1852, a scheme for the construction of an overhead
railway for passengers was proposed, but it was only in 1888 that the
project took definite shape, and the late Sir William Forwood and ather
prominent citizens promoted a Company which took over the powers
already obtained by the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, and che line
was opened to traffic in 1893,

The Engineers whao designed the structure were Sir Douglas Fox and
Mr. J. H. Greathead, and the Contractor was Mr. Willans.

The railway structure consists of wrought iron girders, placed
22 feet centre to centre, at a normal span of 50 feet, and at a height of
16 feet above the roadway, and supported on columns which are built of
two steel channels and two plates. The flooring combines strength with
tightness and is comparatively noiseless under traffic.

At four different places on the line opening bridges are provided,
the Stanley Dock Bridge being a double-deck structure which carries the
Overhead Railway on the upper ptatform and the dock lines of railway
on the lower.

From the opening of the railway in 1893, it has been protected by
automatic signalling, but this was modernised in 192) by the installation
of <olour light signals, which can be definitely seen in the brightest
sunshine for 3,000 feet.

There are seventeen stations in a distance of 63 miles, giving easy
access to the whole of the Liverpool Docks.

The Railway has been visited by Engineers from the United States,
the Colonies and all of the principal Evropean countries, and has alse
been 2 source of attraction to many of the Royal Family, including the
late King George ¥ and Queen Mary,

From the OVERHEAD RAILWAY a sagnificent panoramic view is

throngs into the River Mersey from all quarters of the Globe.
The ships of the Nations are gathered in the docks beiow and in the

short journey the largest Cold Storage in Europe may be seen, together
- with the largest Warehouse in the World.

A splendid idea of the wonders of commerce can also be gained,
Liverpool being without a rivai in the Kingdom as regards export trade,
and in the matter of import trade she stands second to London but much
exceeds the other Ports in the United Kingdom, and the Board of Trade
Returns show she deals with about a third of our Overseas Trade. Corn,
Cotton, Sugar, Fruit, Timber, Provisions, Gil, etc., are all handled with
the most up-te-date appliances, and from the mammoth cranes to the
hand work of the dock labeurer is a never-ending source of interest.

The Mersey is the High 5Street of Liverpool and the western door
into and out of England, The finest ships float on her bosom, and the
crews—white, black, brown and yellow—and the cargoes are the most
wonderful sight in the world.

FACTS ILLUSTRATING THE i"lAGNITUDE OF THE DOCK SYSTEM.
No. of Docks . il

Total area of Dock Estate in Liverpool 1,318% acres
YYater area in Docks ... . 472 acres
Total length of Dock Quays .. 28 miles
Total length of Graving Docks ... 10, 450 feet
¥Warehouse Quays on Dock Estate ... . 8,207 lineal feet
Tonnage of Ships entering and leaving Port 35 millions
Vessels paying Dock Tonnage and Harbour rates ... 14,000
Length of Dock Railways 82 miles

Neo. of lcaded Railway wagons (1948) ... 267,083—2,510,844 tons
No. of Cranes (Hydraulic, Electric, Steam, Hand Runabout,

Portable) capable of lifting 10 cwt. to B7 tons ... 404
Floating Cranes capable of lifting 25 to 200 tons ... e T
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he LIVERPOOL OVERHEAD RAI

THE PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS AND THE FAMOUS DOCKS
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